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Criminal Justice Discussion Board
Serial Killers 
The evolution of criminal investigations has significantly evolved the detection and reduction of crime. Criminal investigations are characterized by examined and applied crime trends, customized data, and communication, including recorded statistics and universal terminologies (Riedel & Welsh, 2015). In court, the use of universally accepted and well-defined language is critical in holding offenders accountable for their actions. Similarly, trends in crime contribute to the efforts of identifying, locating, and arresting offenders. Generally, all these factors contribute to criminal justice efforts. The issue of serial killers, however, is a significant challenge to criminal investigations. All serial killers are driven by some specific inner motive (Riedel & Welsh, 2015). To them, there is a thrill in committing murder and successfully getting away with it more than once. Thus, they often develop a type and distinctive style creating a pattern critical to criminal investigation. Most serial killers portray or may have been diagnosed with a mental issue (Riedel & Welsh, 2015). Trauma from significant moments in life such as childhood is the leading cause that describes serial killers' unusual behavior. Criminal investigators and law enforcement, in general, need to be more vigilant in serial killers’ cases to maximize on traces and evidence that can identify suspects. Intensive training and relevant education on psychosocial disorders are an added advantage in the pursuit of serial killers (Riedel & Welsh, 2015). Profiling and detection of unusual behavior should also be highly considered and applied in training law enforcement.    
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